APOSTROPHE USAGES CHEAT SHEET

1.  “Owner” Apostrophe: Possesses
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This is Owner Apostrophe, the elite of all apostrophes!  He is a little greedy and likes to possess in the following ways:

· Possessive singular nouns with 's: 

man's car 

one week's time 

Steve's house 

Jones's job

· *Tricky → Possessive singular nouns with s' = names that end in the “iz” sound, when the name is ancient, and when the name is Jesus:

Archimedes' history

Jesus' legacy

Bridges' girlfriend

· Possessive plural nouns with s': 

players' uniforms

two weeks' time 

children's book

· *Tricky → Possessive plural nouns with 's = when the noun is already changed to make it plural:

children's

women's

2.  “Thief” Apostrophe: Omits
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This is Thief Apostrophe.  He wants to become an owner, so he steals letters and numbers and hopes no one will notice if he puts himself in their place.  In fact, the word “apostrophe” means “omission.”  You will know when you see Thief Apostrophe if a letter or digit is missing from where it should be, such as in the following situations:

· Figures in dates are missing (This does NOT apply with 1970s, 1980s, etc. because nothing is missing):

winter of '88

the year '92

· Letters are missing, such as in contractions or odd English

singin' and dancin'

can't

won't

I s'pose I'll go 'round

'Tis the season

3.  “Proud Irish” Apostrophe: Names
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This is Proud Irish Apostrophe.  He enjoys his heritage and celebrates it by showing up in Irish names.  The apostrophe in Irish names doesn't actually mean “of,” so Irish names are not contractions.  The apostrophe in Irish names comes from “ua,” which means “grandson.”  Here are examples of Proud Irish Apostrophe:

· Names:

O'Neill

O'Dalte

O'Reilly

O'Keefe

4.  “Volunteer” Apostrophe: Indicates Plurals (sometimes)
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This is Volunteer Apostrophe.  He doesn't own or take anything, but he enjoys his work.  He indicates plurals sometimes but not all plurals; he can't donate all his time!  Here is the work he does:

· Makes an actual word plural:

do's

don't's

no's

· Makes a lowercase letter plural (What about capital letters?  Volunteer Apostrophe is not needed because the reader can easily differentiate between a capital letter next to a lowercase, such as MP3s or DUIs.):

f's

d's

a's

5.  “Gossiper”/Hybrid Apostrophes: Indicate Plurals (sometimes)
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Some apostrophes only go to the bathroom in pairs; these apostrophes only go anywhere in pairs.  Gossiper Apostrophe only works with another talkative Gossiper because she doesn't like to talk to herself.  Gossipers/Hybrids are close relatives of quotation marks.  These “Hybrid Apostrophes” are also known as “indirect quotation marks,” and they indicate a quote or phrase inside of a quote:

· Indirect quotes:

Jaimie said, “He told me, 'Go away!' this morning.”

He asked, “What happens when Jaimie tells me, 'I'm leaving'?”

The patient told his wife, “The doctor called it, 'a routine procedure.'”

